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“England is a small island, the world
IS Infinitesimal amongst the planets.
But London is illimitable”

Ford Madox Ford, “The Soul of London”,
Everyman, p15

“Paris is an ocean... However conscientious your survey
and careful your chart, however concerned to learn the
truth... there will always be virgin realm, an unknown
cavern, flowers, pearls, monsters, things undreamed of.”

Honore de Balzac, “Old Goriot” 1834



“The real concern for all of us is not that the populations of
Africa, China and India are increasing but that as they grow
In numbers and wealth they are developing a Western model
of living: increasing consumption and escalating
expectations.”

Mary Colwell , ‘Too big for the planet?’
The Tablet, 21 July 2007
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George Monbiot hoped his book would:

“... make people so depressed about the state
of the planet that they stay in bed all day,
thereby reducing their consumption of fossil
fuels”

George Monbiot,
‘Heat: How to Stop the Planet Burning’,
South End Press, 2008.




The world is “bursting at the seams”
Jeffrey Sachs, Reith lecture

There are simply “too many people”
Madeleine Bunting, the Guardian

“The primary challenge facing our species is

the reproduction of our species itself”
Boris Johnson, mayor of London

“Human life has no more meaning than the life

of a slime mould”
John Gray, ‘Straw Dogs ‘, Granta, 2002

The world is suffering a “plague of people.”
James Lovelock, ‘The Revenge of Gaia’, 2006



“India already has the second largest reservoir of
skilled labour in the world. It produces two million
English-speaking graduates, 15, 000 law
graduates and about 9, 000 PhDs every year.

And the existing pool of 2.1 million engineering
graduates increases by nearly 300, 000 every
year.”

Nandan Nilekani , head of Infosys Technologies
“Imagining India: Ideas for a New Century”.




